
 

 

 

Dates for your Diary: 

Fri 18 Mar: Comic Relief 

non-uniform or superhero 

for a donation 

Fri 25 March: Ukraine 

fundraiser non-uniform for a 

donation 

Thurs 31 Mar: FLCs 

Mon 4 April: Rainbow Day 

and FLCs 

Fri 8 April: Non Pupil Day 

8-22 April: Easter Holidays 

Newsletter – Wednesday 9 March 2022 

COVID-19 cases in school: we currently have 5 positive COVID-19 cases 

within Rec (0), Y1 (0), Y2 (1), Y3 (0), Y4 (2), Y5 (0) and Y6 (2).   

Governors: we are currently looking for a new governor.  We would like 

a governor with some Health and Safety experience or interest.  

Governor meetings are held monthly with governors leading in specific 

areas and completing tasks within their area of specialism/interest.  We 

would love to hear from you if you are interested in being involved in 

the strategic lead of our school either now or in the future. 

Teaching and Learning Focus: Climate Club news 

January saw the launch of a new club – Climate Club – which aims to 

teach pupils more about the facts and consequences of climate change. 

It is vital in such an important topic that we learn to tell the facts from 

the fiction, and this club helps to achieve just that. It is led by Dr Chris 

Jones from the Met Office who has nearly 30 years’ experience as a 

climate researcher. 

Initially attended by 10 students from year 6, Climate Club has looked at 

what we mean by climate and how we can see that it is changing. We’ve looked at different reasons for 

climate change – both natural and human-caused – over different time periods to understand how we know 

what is causing our climate to change now. 

Have you ever tried to drink a can of coke in 3 

minutes? We discussed that this is probably 

possible but not a good idea to really try it! Your 

car, though, drinks this much petrol all the time – a 

typical motorway journey consumes the equivalent 

of a can of coke every 3 minutes for hours on end. 

Multiply that by the huge numbers of cars around 

the country and the world and you soon see how 

much pollution we emit!  

 

One activity was to research the climate of lots of different countries. We created a Google spreadsheet so 

that everyone could look up facts for their chosen country and collect the data in one place – it was 

fascinating to watch the sheet come to life with all the facts and figures. Shelby said, “I like making things 

which will help other people learn” 



 

 

 

 

From these facts we made some Top Trumps cards – which 

Country has the hottest or coldest temperature? How big 

is it and how much CO2 (the main greenhouse gas changing 

our climate) does it produce? This is a great and fun way to 

learn all about the world’s different countries and their 

role in climate change. Maeva said, “I’ve enjoyed making 

the Top Trumps and also drawing Polar Bears!” 

Francesca said, “I like Climate Club because we get to be 

creative”. After half-term we will look at how climate 

change brings different impacts to different places – from fires to storms, everywhere around the world is 

feeling some effects of change. 

We would like to say a huge thank you to Dr Chris Jones who shares his wealth of knowledge to plan and 

implement this club for children in Y6.  Next term, there will be an opportunity for Y5 to sign up to this club – 

more details to follow for Y5. 

Date for the diary: Friday 18 March – Comic Relief – come dressed in non-school uniform or dressed as a 

superhero for the day in exchange for a donation. ParentPay have set up a special link to use to donate 

which allows gift aid:  https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Foc/Default.aspx?shopid=6069 

Ukraine crisis fundraiser: Friday 25 March – we would like to invite children to wear non-school uniform, 

with a blue and yellow theme, to raise money for Disasters Emergency Committee (DEC), Ukraine Crisis.  An 

item has been set up on Parentpay to allow you to donate to this cause.  We are also inviting families to 

‘camp out’ together at home (over the weekend of 25/26 March) and sleep in one room on the floor for one 

night to gain some understanding/insight of refugees.  Families could get sponsors from other friends/family 

members for this and donate this to our DEC Parentpay item.  We would like to do something positive to 

help the people in crisis due to the current conflict.  

Weekly celebration assembly: Here is what our press pack has reported this week: 

Year group Celebrated learning 

Reception Reception joined the whole school Celebration Assembly for the first time last week. Children 

showed the Rainbow Value of Potential, taking part in a whole school event, listening to 

other adults and children from around the school. They are looking forward to sharing their 

weekly learning this week! 

Year 1 In Art in Year 1 they are doing pinch pots. Issy inspired other children by her creation since it 

was neatly carved with lines.  

https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Foc/Default.aspx?shopid=6069


 

 

 

Year group Celebrated learning 

 In English, they have been learning about Hairy Maclary. They have been writing about it. It's 

about how the dog sees dark face claws and Hairy Maclary is the only one standing up to 

himself. They had lots of fun writing and reading it.  

Year 2 Year 2 have been visited by a fire fighter and wrote a recount about fire safety. Children 

showed the Rainbow Value of Enjoyment after the visit and were so interested in the 

different ways of being fire safe. Mrs Coville, Mrs Martin and Mr Slingsby were very 

impressed by all the information they could remember!  

Year 3 In Geography, Year 3 have been learning about tectonic plates. They told us that they move 

around 10cm each year and if they meet underwater then this can cause a Tsunami.  Children 

did a practical experiment where they used a hardboiled egg, cracking it on the table to 

demonstrate the tectonic plates.  They looked at the egg and how this represents the earth 

with the layers. 

Year 4 In Year 4, we wrote poems for the Somerset Literacy Network competition inspired by the 

theme 'letting in the light'. We read 'Six facts about Light' by Rachel Rooney and then wrote 

our own poems where we used personification to describe light. We are very excited to see 

how we do in the competition. 

Year 5 In Science, Year 5 have learnt about the life cycle of animals such as butterflies, comparing 

them to another species. 

In maths, Year 5 have been learning about adding fractions and the importance of finding a 

common denominator. 

Year 6 Year 6 have been using causal conjunctions to link sentences as part of their Explanation text 

writing. This is where there is a cause and an effect. For example, as a result, this causes etc.  

They have been writing about what teachers do after the children go home!  What do 

teachers do at night? If only we had the time and energy to do what they were suggesting! 

 

Information for parents and carers on COVID-19 vaccination for at risk 5 to 11 year olds: Children aged 5 to 

11 years who are in a clinical risk group or who live with someone who is immunosuppressed can get the 

COVID-19 vaccine, in line with advice set out by the Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation 

(JCVI). Eligible children include those with diabetes, immunosuppression, learning disabilities, and other 

conditions as outlined by the UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) in the Green Book.  Vaccinations help to 

increase protection against COVID-19, which is particularly important for those with underlying health 

conditions.  Further information is available in the guide for parents of children aged 5 to 11 years published 

by UKHSA. We have published some frequently asked questions on the vaccination programme including 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/priority-groups-for-coronavirus-covid-19-vaccination-advice-from-the-jcvi-30-december-2020/joint-committee-on-vaccination-and-immunisation-advice-on-priority-groups-for-covid-19-vaccination-30-december-2020?utm_source=8%20March%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/priority-groups-for-coronavirus-covid-19-vaccination-advice-from-the-jcvi-30-december-2020/joint-committee-on-vaccination-and-immunisation-advice-on-priority-groups-for-covid-19-vaccination-30-december-2020?utm_source=8%20March%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-the-green-book-chapter-14a?utm_source=8%20March%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-resources-for-children-aged-5-to-11-years/a-guide-for-parents-of-children-aged-5-to-11-years-of-age-at-high-risk?utm_source=8%20March%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/02/11/vaccinations-for-clinically-vulnerable-children-and-young-people-your-questions-answered/?utm_source=8%20March%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19


 

 

 

information on eligibility, accessibility and advice for parents of children at high risk from COVID-19. 

Following advice from the JCVI, healthy 5 to 11 year old children will also be offered two 10 microgram doses 

of the COVID-19 vaccine. The NHS will prepare to extend this non-urgent offer to all children during April. 

ESA Lottery: Congratulations to this month’s winner O Baldock, number 13! We will send a cheque home 

through your child’s class teacher. 

ESA meeting 15th March @ 7pm: This will be a fundraising ideas meeting so if you are unable to attend 

but have ideas, please share via the Facebook page or esa@exminsterschool.Co.uk 

Zoom link will be shared next week. 

Everyone welcome.  

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/jcvi-update-on-advice-for-covid-19-vaccination-of-children-aged-5-to-11/jcvi-statement-on-vaccination-of-children-aged-5-to-11-years-old?utm_source=8%20March%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
mailto:esa@exminsterschool.Co.uk

